Human Ia molecules carrying DC1 or BR4X7 determinants are not homologous to murine I-E molecules.
An anti-I-Ek alloantiserum was shown to react with purified human Ia preparation. All Ia preparations tested were actively bound irrespective of their HLA-DR phenotypes. However, from a quantitative point of view, DR7 molecules were significantly less reactive. No reaction was observed with isolated Ia subunits. Only molecules carrying DR determinants, but not those carrying either DC1 or BR4X7 determinants, were bound.